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SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – 

MONITORING OF THE FLYING CONTROLS AGREEMENT 
 

Report of the Head of Regeneration and Planning Policy,  
Eastleigh Borough Council 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that this summary of airport operational activity for the May 
to August period of 2013 be noted.  
 

___________________________________________ 
 
SUMMARY  
 
This report summarises the statistics of operational activity at Southampton 
Airport for the May to August period of 2013 provided by Southampton Airport 
in accordance with the Flying Controls Agreement between the owners of the 
airport and the Borough Council. The report also compares the figures with 
those for the previous year. 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

 
Aircraft Movements: May to August 2013  

 

1. The monitoring statistics for this period are set out in the attached 
Appendix prepared by Southampton Airport. The total number of aircraft 
movements during this four-month period was 15,282. This was 1,026 
fewer than the total over the same period in 2012, a decrease of 6.29%.  

2. The fall in the number of aircraft movements recorded at Southampton 
Airport in each reporting period during 2012 compared with the previous 
year has continued through the second reporting period of 2013. It 
reflects the significant ongoing impact of the economic recession on 
operational activity at the airport.  

3. The number of aircraft movements is the lowest total number of aircraft 
movements recorded in this reporting period for many years, although 
figures in earlier years were boosted by the number of training flights in 
smaller aircraft. 

4. There were no training movements during this four-month period and 
none were recorded in the same period in 2012. 
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5. Helicopter movements totalled 105 during this period, boosted by a 
particularly high number in July and over 50% more than the number 
recorded in the same period last year. This figure is at the upper end of 
the usual range for the number of such movements. 

 Movements During Night Hours: May to August 2013 

6. There were 16 aircraft movements during night hours over this four-
month period, 3 of which were exempt from the restrictions in the Flying 
Controls Agreement. The Agreement allows for up to 10 night 
movements in any calendar month, in addition to ‘exempt’ movements 
attributable to weather conditions or defined emergencies directly 
affecting that movement. The total number of night movements was, 
therefore, well within the permitted limit. 

7. The tables now also show the cumulative total number of ‘non-exempt’ 
night movements for the year to date. The Flying Controls Agreement 
allows up to 100 such movements in a calendar year. 

8. All but one of the night movements took place within 30 minutes of the 
formal airport closure time of 11.00pm and most were delayed scheduled 
flights.   

 Conclusions 

9. Monitoring continues to show airport operational activity to be well within 
the terms of the Flying Controls Agreement. The continuing uncertainties 
in the economic climate and the difficulties faced by the aviation industry 
are again reflected in the decrease in the number of movements 
compared with the same period last year.  
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